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With the Death This Month of Former Cuban President ... 

At Least 21 People Linked to the Assassination Have Died 


When former Cuban 
president Carlos Prio So- 
carras sent a fatal bullet 
crashing into his chest 
April 5, he became the 
latest name added to an 
astonishingly long list of 
people who died mys- 
teriously — and often vio- 
lently — after being link- 
ed to the assassination of 
John F. Kennedy. 

Since that fateful day more 
than 13 years ago, at least 
21 men and women who 
knew something or some- 
body connected with JFK’s 
murder have died under 
strange circumstances. In al- 
most every case they died 
either by murder ot suicide. 

The macabre list of deaths 
grew bigger when Prio com- 
mitted suicide. His death has 
brought renewed interest into 
an FBI document that had 
been shelved with thousands 
of other assassination-related 
files in the National Archives. 

Ten days after the assassina- 
tion, FBI agent Daniel Doyle 
wrote a report quoting a reli- 
able FBI informant that Prio 
was actually a one-time busi- 
ness associate of Jack Ruby, 
the nightclub owner who killed 
assassin Lee Harvey Oswald. 

The report said that Ruby 
once purchased a share in a 
Havana casino in which Prio 
was the principal owner. In the 
mid-1950s both Ruby, known as 
Jack Rubenstein, and Prio 
were active in arranging 
flights of weapons to the Cas- 
tro guerrillas in Cuba while 
Prio was financing the supply 
of arms to pro-Castro forces. 

Assassination investigator 
Alan Weberman told The EN- 
QUIRER: “Prio supported Cas- 


Huge Enquirer Team 
Worked on Special 

This week’s ENQUIRER 
special on the Kennedy As- 
sassination involved 40 edi- 
tors, reporters, photogra- 
phers and researchers work- 
ing as a coordinated team. 
These are the people re- 
sponsible: 

General Editor: William Dick 
Associate Editors: Moleolm Balfour, 
Nat Chrzon, Thomos Kuncl, Bernard 
D -A. Scott, Edward Sigoll, Robert 
G. Smith 

Assistant Editors: Keith Dovidsan, 
Gerald Davis, Jock Grimshaw. Jim 
Leggett, Leonard Sondler, Michael 
S. Vohmonn, Allon A. Zullo 


Rod Gibson, Lee Horrison, Paul Jen- 
kins. Susin Keeler, Shelley Ross, 
Steve Rothmcn, Roy Smith 
Researchers: Ruth Annan, Priscilla 
Badger, Lindo Cahill, Pat Crifoci, 
Mortho Moffett, Clare O'Keeffe, 
Julie Sowyers, Phillip Slimok 
Correspondents: John Blackburn, Pe- 
ter Brennan, Poulette Cooper, Robert 
Mann, Jim McCandlish 
Photogrophers: Lorry Holden, John 
Miller, Robert S. Wiley Jr. - 



LATEST DEATH linked to 
the JFK murder is former 
Cuban president Carlos 
Prio Socarras. 

tro who promised to make him 
president again. But Castro 
double-crossed him and Prio 
. . . was very active in arrang- 
ing the Bay of Pigs plot to take 
Cuba back by force.” 

Prio ' died violently, like so 
many others directly or indi- 
rectly connected with JFK’s 
murder. The mysterious deaths 
of persons involved with the 
Kennedy assassination were: 

LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
Murdered Nov. 24, 1963 
Millions of television viewers looked on 
in horror os the suspected ossossln — 
who could hove provided so many much- 
needed answers — wos gunned down 
by Jock Ruby in the basement of the 
Dallas police station Sunday, two days 
ofter JFK wos killed. 

JACK ZANGETTI 
Found murdered December 1963 
The day before Oswald wos shot. Zon- 
getti, manoger of a motel complex in 
Oklohomoj told some friends, "Three 
men — not Oswald — killed President 
Kennedy. A man nomed Jack Ruby will 
kill Oswald tomorrow ond in a few days 
a member of the Frank Slnotra fomily 
will be kidnapped to take some of the 
attention away from the ossossinotion." 
This conversation was confirmed by as- 
sassination researcher Penn Jones Jr. 

Zangetti was dead right. On Decem- 
ber 8, obout two weeks after Ruby shot 
Oswald, Fronk Sinotra Jr. wos kidnap- 
ped, ond loter released unharmed. 

Two weeks oftec the prophetic con- 
versation, Zangetti wos found dead in 
Lake Lugert, Oklohoma, with bullet 
holes in his chest. 

BETTY MOONEY MocDONALD 
Committed suicide February 1964 


... .... 'they* would soon get 

According to Jones, Underhill said 
the CIA had killed Kennedy becouse it 
wos unhappy about JFK's snooping into 
its offairs. On May 8. 1964, in Wash- 
ington, D.C., Underhill died of gunshot 
wounds to the heod. Authorities ruled 
it suicide — even though he wos right- 
horvded and he wos shot through the 
left side ’of the head. 

JIM KOETHE 
Murdered Sept. 21, 1964 
A Dallas Times Herald reporter, 
Koethe, 30, hod also met with Ruby's 
ottorney the some time as Hunter did. 
Ten months later Koethe wos killed by 
a korote chop to the throat os he 
emerged from o shower in his opart- 
ment. His killer was never found. 

TOM HOWARD 
Died March 196$ 

Howard, Ruby's ottomey, died of a 
heart attock in Dados. "He wos seen 
acting strangely two days before his 
death ond no autopsy was performed," 
said Pen n Jones Jr. 

ROSE CHERAMI 
Killed Sept. 4, 1965 
Two days before the JFK murder. 
Rose o stripper for Ruby, hod told 
hospital psychiatrist Dr. Victor Weiss 
that the President was going to be 
killed. The doctor put it down to the 
ravings of a heroin oddlct — until the 
assassination. Cheromi then told police 
she had seen Oswald in Ruby's club 
many times. Nearly two years later, a 
hit-and-run cor struck Rose, crushing 
her skull, neor Big Sandy Texos. 

. DOROTHY KILGALLEN 
ftund dead- Nov. 8, 1965 
During Jock Ruby's trial for murder- 
ing Oswald, columnist Dorothy Kilgallen 
hod a 30-minute privote interview with 



CLAY SHAW: Acquitted 
of conspiring to kill JFK, 
he died in 1974' — but 
exact cause of his death 
was never established. 


A former stripper in Jock Ruby's 
Carousel Club, Betty hod been to a 
party attended by Oswald. Betty hod 
provided on alibi for a mon accused of 


shooting and wounding Warren Rey- 
nolds, a witness to the Kennedy assas- 
sination. A week after talking to the 
police, she wos arrested for fighting 
with her roommate. An hour later she 
wos deod — she was found hanging In 
her cell. 

HANK KILLAM 
Found deod Moreh 17, 1964 
Killam, husband of Wonda Killam 
who wos also a stripper for Ruby, wos 
associated not only with Ruby .but with 
John Carter who lived in the some 
rooming house as Oswald. After the 
ossossinotion, Killom moved from state 
to state to avoid questioning by fed- 
eral ogents. Four months otter JFK's 
murder, Killam wos found deod on a 
Pensacola, Flo., street — his throot was 
sloshed. 

BILL HUNTER 
Killed April 1964 

Hunter, 35, on aword-winning news- 
man with the Long Beach Press-Tele- 
gram in Long Beoch, Calif., had met 
with Ruby's attorney Tom Howard at 
Ruby's oportment only hours ofter Ruby 
shot Oswold. Five months later Hunter 
wos shot to death by a policemon In 
the Long Beach police stotion. The po- 
liceman soid he dropped his gun ond 
it accidentally fired when he picked it 
up. The bullet went through Hunter's 
heart. 

GARY UNDERHILL 
Found dead Moy 8, 1964 
Underhill a former militory affolrs 
editor of Life mogozine, ond a CIA 
‘ "■ ' ' ' friends to keep him 

■ the ossossinotion. 



JACK RUBY: After his 
death from cancer, attor- 
neys charged Dallas au- 
thorities with negligence. 


Dorothy told her makeup man she 
is going to "break the Kennedy as- 
sassination wide open within five days." 


Three days later Dorothy was found 
dead In her New York oportment. Medi- 
cal experts never determined the exact 
circumstances surrounding her death — 
there were no signs of violence or sui- 
cide — but they did discover a com- 
bination of olcohol ond barbiturates. 
WILLIAM PITZER - 
Found deod Oct. 29, 1966 
For three years U.S. Navy Lt. Wil- 
^ im Pi ' " 

Hospital in Bethesdo, Md., out- 

side Washington, D.C., ond wos In- 
structed never to reveal what he saw. 
In the fall of 1966 he retired from the 
Navy after 28 years ond took a 545,000 
a year job with a network TV station. 
Less then a month loter, Pitzer wos 
found deod with a bullet in his heod. 
A gun wos found In his right hand. 

JACK RUBY 
Died Jon. 3, 1967 
Cancer claimed the life of this mojor 
figure in the JFK assassination investi- 
gation. The next day his attorneys 
chorged negligence by Dallas authori- 
ties who hod custody of their client. 
They soid officials ignored Ruby's vom- 
iting ond complaints thot he wos ill. 

DAVID FERRIE 
Died Feb. 21, 1967 
Ferrle was a CIA controct pilot who 
had flown into Cuba on secret missions. 
In early 1967 New Or I eons District At- 
• torney Jim Garrison — convinced Fer- 
rie wos port of the conspiracy thot 
killed JFK — questioned the CIA pilot 
on the theory thot Ferrle hod flown the 
real murderers out of Dollos Immedi- 
ately ofter the assassination. . 

A month after he wos questioned ond 
released, Ferrle was found deod in his 


apartment with on unsigned suicide 
note. Coroner Dr. Nicholas Chetto ruled 
suicide claiming thot a ruptured blood 
vessel hod coused a mossive broin 
hemorrhoge. But the coroner never ex- 
plained how Ferrle could have Induced 
such a hemorrhage. 

ELAOIO DEL VALLE 
Murdered Feb. 21, 1967 
On the same doy os Ferrie's death, 
his close friend Eladio Del Voile, a 
wealthy exiled Cuban, wos murdered. 
Del Voile, who hod flown with Ferrie 
on mony secret missions to Cuba, wos 
found in a Miomi porking lot — with 
a bullet wound in his heart. 

DR. MARY SHERMAN 
Murdered June 1967 
Another of Ferrie's friends. Dr. Mory 
Shermon wos shot' to death in New 
Orleans. Her killer then burned her 
body. 

DR. NICHOLAS CHETTA 
Died May 1968 

In a mocobre twist of fate, the 
coroner himself, who performed cutop- 
sies on both Ferrie ond Dr. Shermon, 
died of a heart ottock. 

CLYDE JOHNSON 
Murdered July 1969 
Johnson, 37 — who hod offended 
parties with Ferrie, Ruby and Oswald 
— wos slated to testify ot the New 
Orleons conspiracy triol thot Garrison 
was conducting. Johnson never appear- 
ed. He wos beaten up so severely he 
hed to be hospitalized. Then five 
months loter he was shot to death near ' 
Greeruburg, La. 

' JOSEPH A. MILTEER 
Died Feb. 22, 1974 
Miltcer, a right-wing extremist, wos 
secretly toped by Miomi police o» he 
detailed with terrifying accuracy how 
JFK would be killed — 13 days before 
the assassination. After Kennedy's 
death, the FBI briefly questioned, then 
releosed Milteer. On Feb. 9, 1974, a 
Colemon stove blew up in his both- 
room. Two weeks later Milteer died of 
bums he suffered in the fire, according 
to the death certificate, but no autopsy 
w;os performed — and the bums were 
not severe enough to hove caused 
deoth, according to a mortician who 
sow the body. 

CLAY SHAW 
Died Aug. 15, 1974 
Shaw, a wealthy businessman, wos 
tried by Garrison ond acquitted of con- 
spiring to kill Kennedy. In Jonuory 
1974, former CIA executive Victor Mor- 
chettl revealed thot a CIA executive 
instructed on ogent to give "Show oil 
the help he needs" during the Gorrison 
investigation. Several months ofter this 
revelation Show wos found dead in his 
home. The exoct cause of deoth was 
never established because his body wos 
embalmed too quickly. 

GEORGE de MOHRENSCHILDT 
Committed suicide March 29, 1977 
De Mohrenschildf, 65, shol himself fo 
death in Manalapon, Flo., only hours 
ofter learning that on investigator for 
the House ossassinations committee 
wonted to Interview him. De Mohren- 
schildt once testified before the V/orren 
Commission that he hod been a close 
friend of Oswold. 

CARLOS PRIO SOCARRAS 
Committed suicide April 5, 1977 
Exactly a week ofter de Mohrenschildf 
took his life, Corlos Prio also committed 
suicide, becoming the latest name in 



